4. TEXTS 

This section contains a few longer examples of connected Garo discourse 
than are found in the earlier chapters. In each of the following cases, the 
Garo version is given in phonemic transcription with interlineal translation 
accompanying it, and then, after each example a free translation is given. 
These texts attempt to give a more or less varied sample of the language, 
though all are of approximately the same dialect and none include the aberrant 
language that is used in ritual and some stylized types of legends. The first 
two examples were first transcribed by tape recorder from unrehearsed speech 
and have been edited only to the extent of eliminating a few sentence frag- 
ments which the speaker rephrased. The third is a selection from a small 
newspaper published in Garo, "Achik Songbad," of October 21, 1955. 
This has been edited to conform to the phonemic transcription. A sample in 
conventional Garo spelling will be found on page v which is a free translation 
of the second to the last paragraph of the introduction. 

Garo Houses 

a'-cik-raq-de a'-kim-bri-o doq-a-ni-par a'-bri-ja'-pa-osa 

Garo-s-indeed hill-top-at live-instead hill-foot-at-only 

ci-ma*n-a ar-tu-a-o doq-a. u-a-ma*r|-ni nok baq-bat-a sar-on 

water-can easy-at live. They-*s house many-more day-at 

ci-bi-ma-ni rik-am-o gin-aq. u-a-maq nok-ra]]-ko a*m-paq-ci 

river-*s edge-at with. They house-s-{acc.) thatch- with 

ro*-e rik-a. a'-a ga'-naq-ja-o-de u-a-mai) ga'n-sag cu-e rik-na 

long-ly build. Ground flat-not-if they floor high build-to 

nai|-a. i-a ga'n-saq-ni ka-ma-o mit-tam-raq wak jir-a. ga'n-saig-ko 

must, this floor-*s below-at some-(plu) pig keep. Floor-(acc.) 

wa*se-a-na-ni to*q-sa-o a*-a-ci-ba-ra u-a-maq so'q-cak can-cak-na 

bamboo-mat-spread- *8 half-at earth-toward they cook-help prepare-help-for 

a-ro mi su'-na-git-a bi-ap doi|-a. u-a-maq can-kor-ko a'-a-o dak-a 

and rice pound for place is. They fire-place earth-on make 

a-ro u-ni sam-ba-o so'r)-na naq-a-ni-raq-ko-ba don-a. a*-par-o 

and it-'s beside-at cook-for necessities-(acc.)-al80 put. outside-at 

mi su'-cak-na-git-a u-a-mai] nok-kii]-ko on-ti-sa ro-bat-e rik-a. 

rice pound-help-for they house-roof-on a little long-er-ly build. 

je-dak-o-de mik-ka wan-sar-o u-a-mai) a'-par so*i)-a-o mi su'-na a'm-gen. 

whenever rain fall-day-at they outside light-at rice pound-to succeed. 

nok-kii)-ko a*-cik-rai)-de paij-sa-ne don-na nam-nik-a. u-non u-a 

house-roof Garo-s-indeed eve put-to like. Then that 
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paij-sa-ne-o do*-pat-ci sa'-o-de u-a ra-soq-gin-arj-gip-a man-de 

eve-at swallow nest-if he luck-with-one man 

o'r)-a in-e a-gan-a. u-non nok-ni nok-niq-o priq-war-ni 

is thus say. Then house-'s house-in-at moming-evening^'s 

so*q-na-git-a a-ro sin-ka-ri-raq-o wa'-ar cak-jor-e tu-si-na ma'n-a-git-a 

cook-in order and cold-season-s-at fire warm-also sleep-to able-in-order 

u-a-mang cu-dap dam-sa-ko nok-ni jaq-ci-o a*-a gat-e ta-ri-a. 

they fireplace place-one house's center-at earth collect prepare. 

i-a cu-dap-ko wir-wir-e nok-ni man-de-raij si'n-ka-ri-o wa'r-cak-e 

this fireplace around house-*s people-s cold-season-at fire-helping 

tu-si-na ma*n-a. nok-ni do-ga cor-ko sam-ber|-ci ge-sa 

sleep-to able. House's door way-(acc.) side piece-one 

a-ro nok-de-cor-ci ge-sa don-a gin-aq. baq-bat-a a*-cik nok-raij-o 

and house-back-hole one put with, many-more Garo house-s-at 

ker-ki don-a doq-ja. mit-tam mit-tam nok-ma-ni nok-raq-o 

window put is-not. Some some headman-'s house-s-at 

srek rik-a-gin-ax|. je-o man-de-raq ro-cak-na ba kam ka*-na ma'n-gen. 

balcony build-with. such-at men rest-to or work-to can-will 

nok-niq-o nap-o-de a'n-ciq pu-ra tok-gim-in 

house-inside-at enter-if we rice-flour spotted 

cin-raq-ko niq-o nik-na ma'n-gen, i-an ni-to-jor-a-ni a-ro 

sign-5(acc.) inside see-to able- will. This beauty-both and 

soq-sa-rek-nikam-ni-gim-in me-sok-a-ni o*q-jor-a. 

customary religion's work-because showing is-also. 

The Garos, instead of living at the top of the hills, live at the foot of 
the hills where water can be easily obtained. Their houses are most often 
the river's edge. They build their houses long, and with thatch. If the 
ground is not flat, they must build the floor high [from the ground]. Below 
this floor, some people keep their pigs. Toward the earth, away from the half 
of the house where the bamboo mat is ^read as a floor, there is a place 
where they can cook and prepare food and where rice can be pounded. They 
make a fireplace on the ground and beside it they also put the cooking 
implements. Outside they build the roof a bit longer [than the house] so that 
it will help [provide a place] to pound rice. Whenever there is a rainy day, they 
manage to pound rice outside in the light. The Garos like to put eves on 
their roofs. Then if a swallow makes a nest in these eves, it is said that 
he is a lucky man. Then, in order to cook inside the house, in the morning 
and evening, and in order to sleep warmly by the fire in the cold season, 
they collect earth, and prepare a fireplace in the center of the house. The 
people of the house can sleep around this fireplace in the cold season. There is 
a door to the side, and a door to the back platform of the house. Many Garo 
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houses have no windows. Some houses of headmen are built with a balcony. 
In such a place people can rest or work. If we enter the house, we will be 
able to see rice flour spotted on the inside. This is both for beauty, and as a 
sign of the customary religion. 

A Fable 

caij-sa-o nu-mir sak-sa a'm-bor sot-be-eij-a-na. i-ni a*m-bor 
Once young-girl one fire -wood cut-very-said. This firewood 
sot-mit-tiq-o u-a a'm-bor niq-o-ni at-ciq u-a me-cik-ko cik-a-ha. 
cut-white that firewood inside-from red-ant that girl bite-did. 
u-a me-cik sa-ki-na-be-e crik-e-miq a-te-ko go-brang-at-a-ha. 
that girl pain-very-ly cry-having dao-(acc.) threw away-did. 
ma-i-ba-ka-i u-a a-te mat-ni ki-me-o naq-e-mii| co-toi)-at-a-ha-na. 
somehow that dao squirrel's tail-at hit-having cut-off-caused-did-it-is-sad 
u-ni-gim-in mat ka-o-naq-be-jok-na. u-ni-gim-in u-a bor bi-te 
therefore squirrel angry-very-became-said. Therefore he tree fruit 
roq-sa-ko ka-o-naq-e-miq cik-sot-a-ha. u-non u-a bor-ni ja-paq-o 
fruit-one angry-being bit-off-did. Then that tree-*s base-at 
tu-si-eq-gip-a bar-git-cak maq-sa-ko u-a bi-te naq-at-e ja-gok-at-a-ha. 
sleeping deer animal-one that fruit hitting frightened, 
u-ni-gim-in bar-git-cak ja-gok-tim-aq-e-miq kat-ci ci-aq-a-ha. 
Therefore deer frightened-having ran-quickly away. 
do*-pit jin-ma-ni bi-tip-ko ga'-pru-ma'n-a-ha. u-non u-a do*-pit 
Sparrow flock-*s nest-(acc.) trampled-on-did. Then that sparrow 
jin-ma-raq ken-a am-cak-ja-e bir-pri-praq-a-ba a-ro bir-aq-en 
flock-s afraid bear-not-being flew-everywhere-did and flying-away 
bir-aq-en • u-a-maq moq-ma-ni na-cir-o nap-e-a-ha. u-non u-a 
flying-away they elephant's ear-at enter-did. Then that 
moq-ma nat-cik-kor-taq-o nap-e-a-ni-gim-in cak-na am-ja-e 
elephant ear-hole-own-at enter-because-of stand succeed-not-having, 
man-de sak-sa-ni a-ba-gim-ik-o kat-jo-jo-a. u-non u-a man-de 
Man person-one's field-all-at run-all-over. Then this man 
san-di-e-ni-o-ra moq-ma ang-ni nat-cik-kor-o do'-pit-raq 
inquiring elephant my ear-hole-in sparrow-s 
nap-a-ni-gim-in-sa aq-a-de cak-na am-jd-e-miq na'q-ni 
enter-because-only I-indeed fit-to succeed-not-having your 
a'-ba-ko kat-jo-jo-na naq-a-ha. u-ni-gim-in aq-ni dos-de o'q-ja 
field run-about-to need-did. therefore my fault is-not 
do'-pit-raq-ni dos-de-sa in-e a-gan-a-ha a-ro do*-pit-raq 
sparrow-'s fault-just thus said and sparrow's 
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a-gan-cak-a-ha ciq-a-ba in-dak-e dak-ja-wa-cim in-di-ba bar-git-cak 
said-back-did we-too like-that do not-would but deer 
ga*-pru-a-ni-gim-in-sa cir)-a ken-e kat-e-miq i-a 
trample-because-only we afraid-being running-having this 
mor)-ma-ni nat-cik-kor nap-a. u-ni-gim-in ciij-ni dos-de o'rj-ja 
elephant's ear-hole enter. Therefore our guilt is-not 
bar-git-cak-ni dos-de-sa. a-ro bar-git-cak-ba a-gan-ska-a-ha aq-a-ba 
deer-*s guilt-just and deer-also said-in-turn-did I-too 
in-dak-e dak-ja-wa-cim in-di-ba mat-sa ma-i-na mat-sa aq-ni 
like-that do-not-would but squirrel because squirrel my 
ko-sak-o doq-e aq-o bi-te-ko gak-on-at-a u-ni-gim-in ja-gok-e 
above-at being I-at fruit fall-made therefore frightened 
kat-pru-aq-ma'n-a-ha in-e a-gan-jok. u-non u-a mat-o si*q-ska-a 
ran-away-did. thus say-did. Then that squirrel asked-instead 
ma-i-na na'-a-ra in-dak-e dak-a-ne. mat-o a-gan-a-ha u-a man-de 
why you thus do. Squirrel said that person 

me-cik sak-sa aq-ni ki-me-ko cot-oq-pir-e a-te-ci go-gak-a-ni-gim-in-sa 
girl one my tail-(acc.) cut-off dao-with throw- away-because 
aq-a-ba ka-o-naq-e bi-te-ko cik-at-ska-ha. u-ni-^im-in u-a man-de 
I-too angry-ly fruit bite-instead-did Therefore, he person 
me-cik-o-na re*-aq-e-miq u-a man-de si'q-a-ha. u-non u-a man-de 
girl-to go-away-having that man ask-did. Then that person 
me-cik a-gan-a-ha aq-a in-dak-e dak-ja-wa-cim in-di-ba aq-ni a'm-bor 
girl say-did I like-that do-not-would but I-*s firewood 
sot-mit-tiq-o i-a at-ciq jak-o mar-bak-e cik-a-ha-ni-gim-in-sa aq-a-ba 
cut-during this red-ant arm-at crawling bite-did-because-only I-also 
in-dak-e go-braq-at-na naq-a-na i-ne a-gan-a-ha. u-non u-a man-de 
like-that threw-caused-to need-did thus say-did. Then that man 
a-gan-a-ha i-a pir-ak-an at-ciq-o-ni-sa o*q-a in-e-miq at-ciq-ko 
say-did this all red-ant-from-only is and-then red-ant 
ri*m-e-miq ok-o ka-jaq-jot-e u-ko oq-ga-ri-o ram-a-ha. 
catch-having belly-at tie-tightly it fireplace-shelf-at dried, 
un-tar-sa at-ciq-ni ok-ja*q-jot-a-na. 
Since-then red-ant- *s stomach-compressed-they-say. 

It is said that there was once a young girl who cut very much firewood. 
While cutting this firewood a red ant came out of the wood and bit the girl. 
This gave great pain to the girl, and giving a cry, she threw the dao (large 
knife) down. Somehow the dao hit a squirrel's tail, and cut it off, so it is said. 
Therefore, the squirrel became very angry it is said. So being angry he bit 
off a fruit from the tree. Then the fruit hit and frightened a deer that was 
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sleeping at the base of the tree. So the deer, being frightened ran quickly 
away, and trampled on a nest of a flock of sparrows. Then the sparrows 
were not able to stand the fright and flew this way and that, and flying away 
they entered into the ear of an elephant. Then because the sparrow did not 
manage to fit into the elephant's ear hole, the elephant entered and ran all 
over the field of a man. Then this man inquired and the elephant said * I 
had to run around your field only because the sparrows entered into my ear 
hole, and I couldn't stand it. So it is not my fault, but the fault of the 
sparrows ' he said, and the sparrows answered, * we too would not have done 
like that except that the deer trampled on our nest so since we were afraid we 
flew away and entered the elephant's ear hole. Therefore it is not our fault, 
but the fault of the deer,' and the deer also said in his turn, *I too would not 
act like that but the squirrel was above me and made a fruit fall down on me 
and frightened me so I ran away.' Then the man asked the squirrel, 
'Why did you do like that?' The squirrel said *that girl threw down her dao 
and cut off my tail so I was also angry and bit the fruit off.' So the man 
went to the girl and asked her. Then the girl said, *I would not have done 
like that but when I was cutting firewood this red ant crawled up my arm and 
bit me, and only because of that did I too get mad and throw away my dao * 
this is what she said. Then the man said, *A11 this resulted from the red ant 
only.* Then he caught the red ant and tied it tightly around the stomach and 
dried it on the shelf over the fireplace. Since then the red ant has had a 
narrow stomach, so it is said. 
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